The University of Alabama System
Existing Academic Program Review Report

1. Institution
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

2. Department/Division and College/School
Department of Art and Art History — College of Liberal Arts

3. Program Reviewed
Bachelor of Arts in Art

4, Major State Goals of the Program
¢ The department provides students with an understanding of the forms,
concepts, and record of human visual expression. Through closely
supervised scholarship, practice, analysis, and intuition, they acquire skills
—of hand and mind. =

The department provides information, opportunities and guidance for students
preparing to enter art-related vocations or graduate study.

The department strives to create an environment that encourages creativity,
builds confidence, fosters self-discipline, and celebrates the spirit of
individuality.

The department’s gallery program presents the work of regionally and
nationally known artists, visiting-artist lectures, as well as offering
exhibition opportunities for faculty and students.

The department recognizes the importance of establishing and maintaining
strong connections with other cultural organizations. Through its
sponsorship of the North Alabama Chapter of the Archaeological Institute
of America, the department maintains a vital link between itself, the
community, and other academic disciplines in the humanities, sciences,
and social sciences.
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5. Brief Description of Program
The art program offers courses in the studio arts and art history supporting a Bachelor of
Arts major, a minor, or as part of a program of cognate studies.

Three basic curricula have been established for students majoring in art. They are the
Studio Discipline, the Art History Discipline, and the Studio Discipline with Teacher
Certification. Within the studio discipline students can specialize, at the upper division,
in drawing/painting, graphic design, printmaking, or sculpture.

Studio courses focus on the development of strong conceptual and problem-solving skills
and proficiency in a wide range of media. Art history courses address a broad range of
historical periods, requiring students to become adept at visual analysis and critical
thinking, as well as honing their reading and writing skills. Students in the art program
benefit from the close working relationship between the studio and art history faculties.
The interconnectedness of our program’s requirements helps each of our students build
competencies as visual artists and scholars.
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Facilities to support the curriculum include general-use studios for drawing and design
classes, large well-equipped studios specific to the needs of painting, printmaking,
sculpture and photography, a Mac-based graphic-computer lab, a comprehensive slide
library, a lecture hall equipped for slide and digital image display, and two
gallery/exhibition spaces.

6. Description of Review Process Used

During Spring, 2003, the College of Liberal Arts Council of Chairs and the Dean
deliberated the necessity and value of program reviews and determined that departmental
ownership of process, and to some extent, purpose is critical to the effectiveness of the
review process. Hence, departments engaged in discussion about the objectives of the
review process and modifications to the general process to be used. During Fall, 2003,
departmental faculty engaged in self-study. Departmental mission and goals were
reviewed, revised, and submitted to the Council of Chairs for critique and approval.
Extensive self-study reports were written, and review teams were formed. During
Spring, 2004, review teams, composed of at least one College of Liberal Arts faculty

—member external to the department, one UAH faculty member external to the College of

Liberal Arts, and one discipline member external to UAH, conducted evaluations.
During the review team'’s visit to campus, team members sought additional information
through interviews with students, graduates, faculty, and other departments and/or
colleges. Requested additional materials and data were provided. Teams wrote a
summative report with recommendations and submitted the report to the Dean and/or
Chair. These reports were shared with faculty for consideration and action, where
deemed appropriate. Based on initial discussion with faculty, chairs then submitted
responses to the reports by the end of the Spring Semester. However, departments will
continue to utilize the knowledge and feedback gained from the process to improve
departmental programs and functioning. In May, the Council of Chairs and the Dean
read self-studies, team evaluations, and responses to team reports and engaged in an
intensive process of synthesis, analysis, and planning at the College level. A presentation
of findings, challenges, and planning requests was presented to the President and Provost
in August of 2004.

7. Names and positions of members of Review Leadership Team
The Review Leadership Team was the Council of Chairs and the Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts. The External Review Team consisted of the following:

Dr. Brian Martine, Professor, Department of Philosophy, UAH

Dr. Rhonda Geade, Associate Professor, Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering, UAH

Mr. James Broderick, Professor Emeritus, Department of Art and Art
History, The University of Texas at San Antonio

8. Review of Major Strengths Relative to QUALITY, UTILITY AND EFFICIENCY
a. Assessment of Quality/Effectiveness: The review committee report states that,
“A well prepared, dedicated, and professionally active faculty gives tirelessly to the
many needs of their instructional programs, students and institution.” They further
state that they observed, “an enthusiastic and diverse group of student majors who
appear to respond very positively to the work of the faculty.”






